
April 15, 2020 

Dear Parents of a Middle or High School Student, 

Middle and high school teachers met yesterday morning and are continuing to refine and 
improve what online learning looks like for the foreseeable future.  The governor has still not 
updated his order on whether schools will continue to suspend “in-person” instruction but 
has said multiple times it is unlikely we will return to the traditional school setting this 
year.  We expect an update next week.  Both the governor and education commission have 
been clear that it is their expectation that schools continue to educate students for the 
duration of the school year.  

In order to continue to improve our efforts and acknowledge the general sense of being 
overwhelmed by the staff, students, and parents we came together today and will do so 
weekly to share ideas and discuss areas of improvement.  This is the epitome of building the 
plane while we fly it and we are grateful for everyone’s patience. 

We have developed a system that involves classroom teachers and student liaisons because 
we want to ensure all students are being reached. Please take a moment to review the 
attached information sheet that explains the roles of all these people for the success of your 
child. Our staff has worked very hard to make sure that we are supporting your child and 
recognizing your stressors by implementing quality over quantity and frequent check-ins. 
Please reach out to your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns or share 
information with your child’s liaison. 

As each day passes we miss seeing your child(ren) more and more and look forward to when 
we can all be back together. 

Sincerely, 

Perri Gipner and Sara Rasmussen, K-12 Principals 



 

The Roles of Teachers and Students and Liaisons During Online Instruction 
 

"I'd like to see our students view these strange circumstances as an opportunity rather than a hardship. It's an opportunity for them to 
practice using the technologies and developing communication skills that future employment will require of them. COVID19 is probably the 

best excuse we can use to encourage our kids that this is not wasted time, rather a chance to learn some really valuable lessons about how to 
navigate an ever changing technological world that they will soon inherit."  -Mr. Ben Kirk, High School Math Teacher 

 

Who Teachers with an Online Class Teachers AND Liaisons Student Liaisons  

What Deliver meaningful and engaging work for 
students with a focus on quality over quantity 

by… 
 
-Acting as the initial point of contact for 
late/missing work 
-Helping students with content related questions 
and specific questions around requirement for 
submitting work 

Collaborate to identify the best avenue for 
student success both academically and 

emotionally by... 
 
-Acknowledging student success 
-Listening 
-Focusing on the solution 
-Being flexible and adaptable 
 

Support the emotional and physical well-being of 
students as they navigate a different way of 

learning by... 
 
-Helping with minor technical issues 
-Reinforcing district updates 
-Helping students prioritize their needs 

Why 
 

To maintain relationships and... 
 
The governor of Colorado expects schools to 
continue to educate students during the COVID19 
school closures and prepare students, to the best 
of their ability, for promotion to the next grade 
level. 

To maintain relationships and... 
 
The combined knowledge of these two groups 
can lead to supports for students to reduce the 
likelihood of educational gaps that may be 
occurring due to learning difficulties, situational 
challenges, emotional struggles, and more. 

To maintain relationships and... 
 
Moving to a digital means of instruction should not 
diminish personal contact. It is crucial that students 
hear and see their teachers and other school staff to 
maintain the rapport and relationships established 
over years of trust-building. 

When Teachers will update Infinite Campus with missing 
and incomplete assignments as well and maintain 
assignment updates. 
 
 

Collaborate with each other if students are falling 
behind or feeling overwhelmed. Develop a plan 
that supports the specific needs of the student.  
 
-Connecting families with resources such as food, 
emotional wellness, and community updates. 

Check the assignment list folder frequently. 
 
Access the missing work documents in the Distance 
Learning Folder on Monday and Thursday mornings  
 
.  

How Providing set office hours, ZOOM homerooms, 
instructional videos, webinars, and/or screencasts 
to provide multiple modalities for students to 
access the information in the lesson, instruction 
and feedback. 

Front-loading students with executive functioning 
skills such as organizing a schedule, prioritizing 
the work-load, & paying attention to instructions 
and due dates.  

Engaging in real-time, 2-way contact with students 
by phone, ZOOM, text, Google Chat, or other 
relevant professional means of communicating.  

 
 


